
 
  
  

         
              

  
              
            

             
             
      

  
         

            
                
        
             

 
  

              
         

     
      
           

       
  

             
               

             
             

            
                

  
  

   
           

          
  

           
           

  
            

     
  

COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

High School start time discussion leads to more discussions 
School Board also moves a school zoning option forward to a vote later this month 

May 7, 2019 – Orange County School Board continued discussions on the hot topic of high 
school start times during a work session Tuesday, May 7, 2019. The School Board is 
considering options that would give high school students a later start time. Transportation staff 
presented on factors that impact bus runs, bus routes as well as an overview of the current start 
times while reviewing requested models or options. 

Transportation must consider multiple factors when reviewing each model including; 
• The amount of time between the first trip and the last 
• This would be from the first bell time to the bell time of the last tier/run 
• This applies to both morning and afternoon runs 
• Can reduce the need for buses and school bus operator by lengthening the window of 

operations 

Length of school day is also an important factor. The School Board takes into consideration the 
working hours for teachers and school staff. Length of school days are; 

• High Schools: 7 hours 
• Middle Schools: 6 hours 27 minutes 
• Elementary Schools: 6 hours 15 minutes (17 elementary schools have an extra hour for 

reading instruction as required by state law) 

During the work session, the School Board reviewed four start time models/options. The first 
two options seen here have little to no budget impact, option #3 also shown in the presentation 
would require bargaining with the teachers union because it would lengthen the school day for 
middle schools by 33 minutes, and option #4 would require additional funding for more core 
area teachers and eliminates some electives for students by going to a six period day for high 
schools. The School Board spent much of their time reviewing options #1 and #2 which can be 
seen here. 

Next steps: 
• Several school board members provided Transportation staff with additional start time 

suggestions to run through the software program to determine feasibility with bus runs 
and bus routes. 

• The School Board is also exploring the possibility of another parent/community survey. 
• And, additional work sessions are needed with dates to be determined. 

School Board members provided strong support for making sure any decision is sustainable and 
with community and parent support. 



         
         

             
          

               
                

         
 

             
         

           
              

   
  

              
              
                

             
 

  
             

  
     

      
                

               
                

               
    

 

Rezoning in Horizon West area of west Orange County 
Orange County School Board members brought back discussions on rezoning in the Horizon 
West area of west Orange County where several new relief elementary schools will open to 
reduce the growing student population in Keene’s Crossing and Independence elementary 
schools. The school board decided to move option 3, which you can see in this presentation, to 
a public hearing and a vote at the end of the month. There were five proposed zoning maps 
under consideration. All five maps can be found here. 

All of the proposed options show the population in each school while taking numerous factors 
into consideration including; enrollment projections, demographics, free and reduced 
meals, English-Language Learners (ELL), and Exceptional Student Education (ESE). The five 
options presented to the school board came after staff from the Student Enrollment Office held 
community meetings with residents. 

During the Rule Development Workshop the school board determined that option 3 will be 
advertised for a public hearing and a vote. The public hearing will be held during a regularly 
scheduled school board meeting set for Tuesday, May 28 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held 
at the Ronald Blocker Educational Leadership Center (RBELC) at 445 West Amelia St., 
Orlando. 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458 or pio@ocps.net ) 

OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement 
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 
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